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Instructor:  Anthony Rosso
Course: Writing 121z
Course description: Engages students in the study and practice of critical thinking, reading, and writing. The course focuses on analyzing and composing across varied rhetorical situations and in multiple genres. Students will apply key rhetorical concepts flexibly and collaboratively throughout their writing and inquiry processes.
Curriculum rationale
With writing and specifically WR 121, I try to go beyond just writing about a certain topic in a vacuum. I want the topic or the assignment itself to have some attachment to another idea or concept we discussing in class. So, with the students doing a writing assignment where they go outside and write, I hope for it to go beyond going outside and writing about what they see. 
What I want students to ultimately take away from this assignment is thinking about locality and thinking about their surroundings and what impact that has on them as students, but more importantly, as people. With so many of our students coming from outside of Central Oregon or moving away from home for the first time, something as simple as noticing their surroundings can have a huge impact on their sustainability both environmentally but also sustaining their student success.
Curriculum description
In my WR 121z course, one of their first assignments is to write about the writing in their living spaces. This activity would come early in the term and act as practice for that assignment. 
During class time, students will be asked to take a notebook and their phones with them (if they don’t have a phone, that’s okay too). They will be asked to walk down toward the library and eventually end up in the ‘nature’ space behind the library, where the disc golf course is. From there, they will find a spot for themselves to write. 
The prompt will include the following questions—
· What is your relationship to the natural world? Is it something that is a big part of your life? A small part? Please explain. 
· What impact does the natural world have on your writing? Have you ever written out in nature before? Have you ever written about nature?
· Now that you are here in Central Oregon, what plans do you have to engage with the natural world, be it local or outside of Central Oregon?
· Lastly, choose a piece of the natural world to ‘investigate.’ It can be a rock, a flower, tree, animal, whatever. If you have your phones, please take a photo of your ‘piece.’ 
· From there, please research facts about that piece of nature. What is its relationship to the Central Oregon? What role does it have? How does it fit within the greater ecosystem?
Notes
My goal for a follow-up discussion and freewrite on this activity is to talk about ecosystems and how their piece of nature is part of an ecosystem just as they are a part of COCC and Central Oregon’s ecosystem. From there, I would like them to write about their role in that ecosystem and how they plan to contribute as students or as people to that ecosystem, big or small. 
Reflection
My, how ideas can change! I do still really like this as an activity, them going outside and writing a little bit about the natural world. However, I could never quite find the right time to really implement it during the term in a way that didn’t feel forced. Pedagogically speaking, I am also focusing my classes on the idea of ‘writing about writing’ so all their writing and discussion in class revolves around writing styles and philosophies. So, unfortunately, writing about nature doesn’t quite fall under that idea. 
With that in mind, what I ended up doing instead included asking students to walk around to different buildings on campus and write about the writing they see. They visit Modoc, Grandview, and Middleton. The goal here is that they walk around to see how the writing in those spaces is trying to help them ‘sustain’ as students, since most of the writing they find is about trying to help students succeed. We discuss tone used and how the placing of the messaging is meant to impact students.
Future Plans
Back to the idea of nature and sustainability though, I did manage to implement a ‘nature writing’ discussion and assignment in class this past term. Essentially, we read a Jonathan Franzen piece about the purpose of nature writing and whether it works or does its job. In class, we discussed whether writing can have an impact and how nature writing essentially works (or doesn’t work). We then went into examples of environmental protest posters found at environmentalism rallies and protests. 
I see this as a great way to implement sustainability more concretely into my classes. It covers my bases of discussing and writing about writing itself, as well as discussing the way we write and talk about nature. Most importantly, it goes into whether writing about nature can have an impact or if it lags other modes like audio and visual. This I am excited about!
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