[bookmark: _Hlk239148858][image: ]COCC Ponderosa Project Curriculum Development (2026)

Instructor: David Engel

Course: SPAN102 FIRST YEAR SPANISH II

Course description: Continues development of reading, writing, listening & speaking skills. Focuses on the concepts of weather, time & date, clothing, colors, regular -er/-ir verbs, the verb gustar, interrogatives, stem-changing verbs (i-ie, e-i, o-ue), city, home, furniture & appliances, the verb estar (used with prepositions, adjectives, the present progressive, and contrasted with the verb ser), the verb ir and the phrase ir + inifinitivo (used to refer to the future), and adjectives referring to physical and emotional states. Students are encouraged to review SPAN 101 concepts and vocabulary prior to class. 

Curriculum rationale
The teaching and learning of a foreign language provide the opportunity to present and discuss culture, history, art, music, film and many other elements of language. A critical issue in the North American society, sustainability is just as important in other societies and cultures. Through the lenses of language and culture, relevant and far-reaching values and practices can be discussed that promote a global understanding of sustainability.

The use of photos, music, literature, and film in the Spanish language classroom provides specific contexts to discuss beliefs and practices related to care of the environment. The development and mastery of language skills require that students be able to talk about a variety of subjects. As we use these authentic resources to improve communication skills and cultural understanding, students can integrate their growing language abilities into conversations about the environment.

Curriculum description
During week three of this course, students engage in a unit on the song Blue: Diminuto Planeta Azul. This unit includes an in-class group activity using the two artists (from Barcelona and Montevideo, respectively) who collaborate on the song. The biographical activities are designed to provide students the opportunity to develop their present tense verb skills, use of possessive adjectives, and introduction skills. This activity will now include information about how both artists have demonstrated a commitment to sustainability in their personal and public lives. The message of the song speaks of the world being bigger than human beings and this will be highlighted in the class discussion follows the class activity. Class time on this activity will be approximately 90 minutes, divided over two class meetings. There is a homework assignment in which students will answer questions about the artists and the song. This will include a written reflection assignment in which students will answer the question of how sustainability is practiced differently in Barcelona and Montevideo as it is in Central Oregon. 

Notes
In addition, I will be introducing principles of sustainability in the fall SPAN 101 course. At the beginning of most class sessions I share a photo I have taken in a Spanish speaking country. I will use a photo of the Spain postal system (Correos) in which they are promoting sustainability. The photo is of a yellow deliver van with the caption, “this van is green”. The small group discussion prompt will be: “How do you think sustainability looks different in a Spanish speaking country such as Spain?

Reflections
I was pleased with the integration of sustainability practices and perspectives with these two activities. Because they are activities that have been integral to units we have done in these classes for several years, this felt like a natural fit. The song “Blue-Diminuto Planeta Azul” lends itself well to this type of discussion. The photos are an engaging way to begin class and allow us as a group to approach an “authentic text” and try to discern meaning. The confusion of yellow and green served to capture student attention as it was not what they would expect from the slogan.

Future improvements
For the activity with the song, I think I can lean into the sustainability discussion even more. Next year I would like to create three discussion groups that will talk about sustainability practices in Spain, Uruguay, and the United States and compare and contrast these. Additionally, I am beginning to use the lens of sustainability in the other songs and texts that I use. I think for the photos (and others I use) I can make this a small group activity more than just a whole class activity. This would promote more engagement from all students, rather than just a few.


Blue-Diminuto Planeta Azul
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Macaco ft. Jorge Drexler y Joan Manuel Serrat

Esto es 		 pequeño escenario, es 			 obra de teatro,
nosotros somos los actores, escribimos el guión y lo representamos.

Todo lo que conocemos, todos los recuerdos, todos los humanos, todos los que vendrán,
todos sus pasajeros, 			 penas y glorias, 				 deseos. 
Todos los amores que peleamos, los amores que vinieron para rescatarnos, 
los besos impacientes, los que se quedaron entre tu labio y mi vientre. 
Civilizaciones, reyes y plebeyos, santos, pecadores, amantes y abstemios, sueños adoptados, grandes y pequeños, vacíos y ocupados, sobredimensionados. 
Todos los relatos de 				 emociones, mártires benditos, mil y una religiones, diminuto escenario repleto de sobrepoblaciones.

Todo, todo, ocurre en un momento. 
Un punto diminuto, un granito de arena, una mota de polvo del universo. 
Todo, todo, ocurre en un instante, las estrellas dicen que nosotros somos los fugaces.

Blue, diminuto planeta azul, donde habitan los nuestros, donde habitas tú. X2
Blue, el punto de vista lo pones tú, tú, tú, tú.

Todos los que se desviven, los presos de la prisa, los relojes que nos persiguen, todas las palabras enfrentadas, las palabras que conviven. Ángeles anónimos, secretos y costumbres, ideologías sobre pedestales, delirios de grandeza, prejuicios a la inversa, 
leyes que no nos representan.

Todo, todo, ocurre en un momento.
Un punto diminuto, un granito de arena, una mota de polvo del universo.
Todo, todo, ocurre en un instante, las estrellas dicen que nosotros somos los fugaces.

Blue, diminuto planeta azul, donde habitan los nuestros, donde habitas tú. X2
Blue, el punto de vista lo pones tú, tú, tú, tú.

 			alimentada auto importancia, 				 falsa proyección 
de una posición privilegiada.			 ego comiendo vidas por la gloria de un momento,
 			 eco apenas llega unos milímetros en la perspectiva del universo.

Blue, diminuto planeta azul, donde habitan los nuestros, donde habitas tú. X2
Blue, el punto de vista lo pones tú, tú, tú, tú.


ACTIVIDADES
1.En los espacios en blanco, escribe (write) la forma correcta de NUESTRO
2.Encuentra (find) y escribe 5 verbos en la forma de NOSOTROS en la canción
3.Encuentra y escribe los verbos en el presente OCURRIR (to occur), HABITAR (to inhabit), PERSEGUIR (to follow), CONVIVIR (to coexist)
4.Select one of the two metaphors (un granito de arena, una mota de polvo del universo) and explain in your own words how it relates to sustainability.
5.¿Qué significa “las estrellas dicen que nosotros somos los fugaces”?
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Based on the biography of Jorge Drexler we went over in class,

answer the following questions in Spanish in complete sentences (a verb is necessary).
1.4C6mo se llama?

2.¢De dénde es? ;De dénde son sus padres?

3.¢Dénde vive? (ahora y en el pasado)

4.;Tiene familia?

5.AJorge, ;qué le gusta?

6.4C6mo es?

7.4C6mo pasa la semana?

8.Write the correct form of "our” (in Spanish) for the following nouns:
"emociones" "deseos”
9.Write 3 verbos in the NOSOTROS form from the song.

10.Answer in Spanish or English ;Qué significa *las estrellas dicen que nosotros somos los
fugaces"?

Points 20
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