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Instructor: Irene Cooper
Course: ENG 205, Survey British Literature II
Course description: Examines representative texts from the Romantic period through Contemporary literature. The romance of nature, industrial growth, urban experience, the rise of new class identities and alienation of the individual are themes in this period. Literary forms such as lyric and narrative poetry, short stories, the novel, and the drama of social realism and literature of the absurd are studied. Explores relations between texts and their cultural and historical contexts. Need not be taken in sequence. Recommended preparation: WR 121Z.
To integrate sustainability content, students will specifically identify, within the texts, where the author and/or narrative addresses concerns of economic, social, and/or environmental sustainability or fragility within the context of the narrative or art, and evaluate the ways in which and the effectiveness by which the literary mode or genre illustrates and emphasizes those concerns. 
Curriculum rationale
This specific span for the study of British literature focuses a particular lens on issues of social, economic, and environmental sustainability, as it evolves over a period of swift industrial and urban growth, as well as through a century of global conflict. The juxtaposition of the reach and decline of the British colonial empire and the “alienation of the individual” is rich soil for the cultivation of connective tissue between systems of being, and for determining how the literature of the era holds a mirror to its moment and whether it proposes or inspires a viable future. 
Curriculum description
One of the goals of the class is to situate British literature in context to its social and political moment, and ask and answer how the various genres use literary technique including theme, narrative, time, character, setting, and voice to forefront or include both challenges to economic, social, and environmental sustainability, and solutions for increased sustainability, asking whether the literature is merely reflective of the times but also if it serves as witness and agent to a livable future.
After considering the romantic work of the poet William Blake, Christina Rossetti, and others, we’ll move through the social criticism of Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary Shelley, and Oscar Wilde and into Thomas Hardy, who straddled the Victorian and Modernist periods and was an incisive critic of social and environmental systems. We’ll read the fiction and nonfiction of modernist Virginia Woolf, the poetry of W.B. Yeats and W.H. Auden, excerpts of the work of James Joyce, and dip into absurdist dramatists including Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter and Caryl Churchill. We’ll enter the 21st century with a consideration of Wilding by Isabella Tree, a nonfiction account (and companion documentary) of her and her husband’s efforts to rewild private property in England; and conclude with a survey of the organization Hot Poets, an artistic organization dedicated to supporting environmental sustainability in the U.K and globally. 
For assignments and activities/projects/presentations, I am still thinking about ways by which to combine written analysis and reflections/speculations on the texts with more three-dimensional efforts—place-based poetry; dramatic performance; a science experiment; a pictorial and oral history of farming in the U.K.; more. This variation on the analytical essay would serve to help students resist the temptation to use, or to use excessively, AI technology, as well as allow for interaction between and/or interplay of disciplines. 
Course Materials
This syllabus attempts to align with best practices for providing open education resources (OER). To that end, the core text for this class is from GALILEO Open Learning Materials, GALILEO, University Systems of Georgia: 
Robinson, Bonnie J., "British Literature II: Romantic Era to the Twentieth Century and Beyond" (2018). English Open Textbooks. 16. https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/english-textbooks/16
Other resources consist of links to various essays, journals, videos, and websites. 
Notes
While texts were chosen and discussions oriented toward a consideration of the four key pillars of sustainability—human, social, economic, and environmental—the inaugural class ran with a single student, and remotely over ZOOM. In many ways this was a delightful independent study-style experience; in other ways the class’ smallness limited the scope of our discussion, as well as the opportunity for student group work. 
Unanticipated fruit included a deeper awareness of the intersectionality of the study of British literature, feminism, economics, global military conflict, and ecological crises. As E.M. Forster advised, “Only connect.”
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