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Instructor: Jacob Agatucci
Course: WR 121Z
Course description: WR 121Z engages students in the study and practice of critical thinking, reading, and writing. The course focuses on analyzing and composing across varied rhetorical situations and in multiple genres. Students will apply key rhetorical concepts flexibly and collaboratively throughout their writing and inquiry processes.  
Curriculum rationale
My goal is to begin with an initial assignment that gets students thinking about sustainability as a concept and as a broader movement by asking them to do objective research and reflection, building both an annotated bibliography of sources that help them achieve these goals couples with a reflective elements wherein they can respond to the authors in the annotated bib based on their own experience and longer-term life goals. The basis for this assignment, initially, is to look at how other authors—specifically John Green in his collection of essays in The Anthropocene Reviewed—engaged sustainability and its values and beliefs simply by exploring their own experience in the world through writing.
Once integrated and assessed, I plan to extend this assignment into a final project that also revolves around sustainability, where the students would adopt a rhetorical role and expand on their initial research in either an argumentative or informational essay (depending on their own perspective and goals, once again).
Curriculum description
See final section titled, Sustainability: A Case Study and Response Assignment (pages 3-4).
Reflections
Within the context of the composition course (WR121Z) in which I used this assignment, there were no real challenges. That is, it is easy to organically work in an annotated bibliography into my WR121 course. In the past I have done so and chosen the topic for the students, so channeling them into the sustainability topics was no problem. With the above in mind, I feel that the assignment itself was successful, both in how it helped me teach towards course outcomes and in the post-assignment conversation about sustainability that it created.
Overtly, I used the assignment at the end of the course as a way to teach research, MLA formatting (both for bibliographic entries and for in-text citations) skills as students prepare to head into WR122 or 227. Subversively, I was using this assignment to get a sense of how students would respond to the sustainability topic, where I would gauge that response to determine whether I could expand sustainability into a term-long focus around which all assignments might revolve.
With all that in mind, follow-up to the annotated bibliography assignment in WR121 involved a graded in-class conversation wherein we collaborated as a class to use the research students had completed in putting together their Annotated Bibliographies on the issue of sustainability to hash out the nuances of the topic itself and the key questions about it brought up by their sources [NOTE: The graded element involved (1) students showing to the discussion class and (2) submitting their reflective work (see below)]. 
To prepare for this in-class discussion, I asked students to link their outside research with 2-3 of John Green’s essays in The Anthropocene Reviewed (the only text I assign for this class and around which their other writing revolves, either through summaries, analytical responses, or their own narrative essays). Specifically, students had to synthesize their outside research with perspectives Green brought up that they felt touched on sustainability issues (NOTE: Green never officially uses the term sustainability in his essays, but he frequently touches on topics and issues that link with the concerns that define the sustainability movement). In turn, I asked them to consider their own experiential relationship with the world as they know it, with a focus on exposing how their values, beliefs, and daily practices/habits both dove-tail or clash with those of the sustainability movement. 
Students came to class and submitted their reflective work and then we opened things up to class-wide discussion. I had several starting prompts, but simply asking students how their research linked with Green’s essays was all I needed to get things going. The conversation here was rich, in my opinion, and students seemed genuinely curious, motivated, and, at times, disturbed by their relationship with sustainability (sometimes as unknowing antagonists and sometimes with delight that their values and beliefs lined up with those of sustainability). In the future, I think I can move the annotated bibliography assignment to the beginning of the term as a foundation for the writing they will go on to do, where the focus would be sustainability. This organizational adjustment would involve some changes to my existing assignments, but this seems doable to me. The key commitment here is making the entire class sustainability focused and the challenge is to allow that focus to also put students in a position to write the narrative essays that are the heart of the class at this point.








Sustainability: A Case Study and Response Assignment 
Overview 
This assignment focuses on the concept of sustainability: its definition, issues connected with it, research conducted on it, how it comes up—directly or indirectly—in several of John Green’s essays collected in The Anthropocene Reviewed, and how and whether or not you feel it impacts your experience of the world. 
Creating Your Case Study and Response 
Preparation 
As we have all term, we will prepare for this assignment by engaging the Being a Careful Reader lesson because the primary component of your case study and response will extend from breaking down and explaining the key concepts of documents that you read (e.g., a few of Green’s essays and research you find on your own). To help you get going with your case study, we will start with an in-class presentation on sustainability, to include a brief overview video on sustainability from UCLA, and an in-class research session where you’ll gather your initial research.  
What the Heck Goes into a Case Study and Response Assignment 
Let's start with the case study component. A case study is simply a deep dive into a particular topic. For us, that topic is sustainability and the issues that extend from it. I use the word “case study” here to mean careful consideration of a particular thing—sustainability—with a focus on what it is and how it has developed over time. You will build your case study by gathering three sources that will help you answer the questions below:  
1. What is sustainability as a concept? 
2. What are the key principles of sustainability? 
3. How is sustainability being applied in the world (either successfully or unsuccessfully)? 
All three sources must be from credible institutions and must be authored (no sources without a byline identifying an author, which means no organization-as-author sources). 
The second element of your case study will focus on reading a selection of Green’s essays from The Anthropocene Reviewed that, though none of them use the word sustainability, reflect concepts or ideas connected with sustainability. These essays are listed later in this document. You will be asked to pull out one or two examples (no more than two) from each of these essays that you feel connect with your sustainability research. With these examples in mind, you will cite the relevant sections of Green’s essays in which you found them and discuss how those examples relate to any aspects of your research to which you feel they connect. 
Organization 
You will organize your Case Study and Response into two distinct but interconnected sections: (1) an annotated bibliography and (2) a response section that answers the questions: 
1. How do John Green’s essays dovetail with sustainability concepts and issues? 
2. Based on my experience with the world thus far, how does sustainability affect my experience of the world in which I live?  
Regarding the first bulleted question above, you must discuss aspects of Green’s essays that connect with sustainability, where to do so you must actively cite your research and connect those citations with the relevant aspects of Green’s essays that you feel engage with sustainability issues. Your overriding goal here is to objectively link your research with Green’s ideas and then offer your explanation for why you feel there is a connection. 
To respond to the section bulleted question above, you must consider your own relationship with sustainability, where your research and/or Green’s essays may inform that perspective. In essence, you’ll be asked to think critically about whether your experience in the world thus far has been influenced, knowingly or unknowingly, by sustainability practices. 
Case Study and Response Specifications 
Subject Matter: Three research sources you find and a selection of essays (see list below) from John Green’s The Anthropocene Reviewed.  
 
Case Study and Response Length: 3 to 4.5 pages (no more, no less). This should be approximately 900-1200 words. 
 
Manuscript Format: 12 pt/Times New Roman or 11 pt/Calibri/Arial, double-spaced, 1” margins, last name in running header at top left of page. NOTE: No other info is needed at the top of the page (e.g., don’t put your full name, the class, the date, etc.). 
Title: Sustainability: A Case Study and Response NOTE: Center the title at the top of your Analytical Response. 
Submission Area: Upload your Case Study and Response to the Case Study and Response submission area at the end of the appropriate module of our Canvas class. NOTE: This submission area uses the Turn It In plug-in within Canvas, though you will not need a Turn It In account to utilize it. 
John Green Essays with sustainability themes (even if they never mention “sustainability” directly) NOTE: This list will be whittled down to three or four options 
1. 
2. “Humanity’s Temporal Range”  
3. “Our Capacity for Wonder”  
4. “The Hall of Presidents”  
5. “Air-Conditioning”  
6. “The Internet”  
7. “Penguins of Madagascar”  
8. “CNN”  
9. “Kentucky Bluegrass”  
10. “Monopoly”  
11. “Hiroyuki Doi’s Circle Drawings”  
12. “Sycamore Trees”  
13. “Three Farmers on Their Way to a Dance”  
14. “Postscript”  
15. “The Ginkgo Tree”  
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