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Abstract
This report presents a synthesis of qualitative course-level assessment findings for Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Lab courses assessed during Fall 2025 through Fall 2026. A total of 2 faculty reports across multiple disciplines were reviewed, representing courses in computer science and nutrition disciplines. Faculty reports consistently indicate that students met or exceeded the Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Labs learning outcome across all courses and terms represented in this cycle. These findings provide a comprehensive view of instructional effectiveness within Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Labs.
Assessment Context and Scope
The Fall 2025 – Fall 2026 assessment cycle included Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Labs courses spanning multiple subject areas, computer science and nutrition. 
Table 1 lists all courses included in this report.
Table 1. Courses Included in the Fall 2025 – Fall 2026 Assessment Cycle
	Course
	Instructor(s)
	Term
	Outcome(s) Assessed

	CS 160
	James Cagney
	Fall 2025
	Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Lab

	FN 225
	Ricky Virk

	Winter 2026
	Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Lab


Qualitative Course-Level Assessment Findings
Student Learning and Achievement
Assessment findings from both courses indicate that students generally met or exceeded the identified course outcomes. In CS 160 Computer Science Overview, most students (77%) exceeded the course outcome related to creating algorithms and computer programs that solve problems. Student performance demonstrated strong engagement with foundational computational thinking and problem-solving skills. For FN 225 Human Nutrition, assessment results supported achievement of the Science Discipline Studies outcome related to evaluating hypotheses using qualitative or quantitative data.
Alignment of Course Design and Outcomes
Course design in both disciplines appears aligned with the assessed outcomes. In CS 160, instructional activities and assignments supported students’ ability to design algorithms and develop computer programs to solve problems. Based on assessment results, additional interactive learning activities will be incorporated in future offerings to better monitor student progress toward outcomes and increase engagement. In FN 225, current instructional methods were found to sufficiently support student learning, and no course design adjustments were identified as necessary.
Equity Data Reflections
Disaggregated assessment data for CS 160 revealed no substantial trends across demographic categories other than age. Students in the 30–39 age group demonstrated mixed performance, with approximately one-third exceeding the outcome, one-third meeting the outcome, and one-third having no basis for assessment. No other meaningful demographic trends were observed. FN 225 assessment data did not identify notable demographic patterns relevant to student achievement.
Institutional Support and Learning Environment
Institutional support contributed positively to student learning in CS 160. Free tutoring services provided by the institution supported students in achieving course outcomes and demonstrated value in helping students strengthen foundational computer science skills. For FN 225, the assessment project did not include data related to institutional-level support services, limiting conclusions regarding their impact on student achievement.
Faculty Reflection and Continuous Improvement Orientation
Faculty reflection identified opportunities for continued improvement in student learning. In CS 160, future course offerings will include greater interactivity and more structured activities designed to monitor student progress toward learning outcomes. These adjustments are intended to further strengthen student engagement and provide additional opportunities for formative assessment. In FN 225, no instructional changes were identified as necessary based on current assessment results.
Conclusion
The assessment findings for CS 160 Computer Science Overview and FN 225 Human Nutrition present an encouraging picture of student learning and achievement. In both courses, students demonstrated proficiency in the assessed Discipline Studies outcomes, with CS 160 students particularly showing strong performance, as a majority exceeded expectations. Assessment findings indicate that course design and instructional strategies effectively support student learning.
Disaggregated assessment data revealed minimal demographic differences in student achievement, though age-related variation was observed in CS 160. Institutional supports such as tutoring appear to positively contribute to student success where available and measurable. Faculty reflection on assessment findings demonstrates an ongoing commitment to continuous improvement, particularly through increased interactivity and student engagement strategies in future course offerings.
Faculty across the cycle demonstrated a strong orientation toward continuous improvement, identifying specific, grounded goals for future assessment cycles. These findings provide a coherent and comprehensive picture of student learning within Discipline Studies Science Lab, Science Not Labs at COCC. 
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