
Plan Ahead Tool 

Insights from COCC and Best 
Practices



Overview of Presentation

• Planning Tools Available at COCC

– GradTracks Plans

– Plan Ahead

• Plan Ahead 

– Building a Registration Plan

– Building a Registration Plan Using GradTracks Plans

– Editing a Plan

– Register for Classes

• Best Practices

• Tips and Tricks

• Resources



GradTracks Plans



Plan Ahead



GradTracks Plans vs Plan Ahead

GradTracks Plans Plan Ahead

Tool can be used by advisors only
Tool can be used by both students 

and advisors

Templates are built from Sample 
Plans that are found in the Course 

Catalog

Can be used as reference or free 
range of course selection

Encompasses an entire program Term based tool (not program)

Gives a term by term picture Only available for next/future terms

Allows for successful future planning
This registration tool DOES NOT 
register students, only plans the 

future registrations

Sample Plans are approved through 
Curriculum Committee



Plan Ahead Process Flow Chart



Building a Registration Plan



Building a Registration Plan



Building a Registration Plan



Building a Registration Plan

Be Mindful of “View 

Sections” vs “Add Course” 

options!



Building a Registration Plan

If there are no sections for a class this 

term, you will see “NOT OFFERED 

FOR TERM”



Building a Registration Plan



Editing a Plan



Viewing a Plan

GradTracks vs Advisor Plans

A user CANNOT edit a plan that they did 

not create. 



Viewing a Plan

Calendar View vs Summary View

Plan Ahead will allow a student to 

plan for overlapping courses! (not 

ideal for registration)



Register for Classes



Plan Ahead Process Flow Chart



Best Practices

GradTracks Plans & Plan Ahead

✓ Is there a GradTracks Plans template for the student’s 
program?

✓Does the student have a GradTracks Plan assigned?

✓Is it set as “Active” & “Locked”? 

✓ Are there Placeholder Requirements to consider?

✓ Are there Choice Requirements to consider? 



Best Practices

Plan Ahead

✓ Are there Prerequisite/Corequisite courses?

✓ Do course times/dates overlap?

✓ Are there available seats and/or a waitlist seats 
for the course(s) planned? 



Available Resources

• Plan Ahead 

– Handout for Students

– Handout for Advisors

– Two (2) training videos (student centered)

• GradTracks Plans 

– Handout for Students

– Handout for Advisors

– Annual Advisor Training



Questions

• Contact Information:

• Weblinks to resources:

Plan Ahead Video Tutorial Plan Ahead Webpage

Kyleigh Winchester Corey Brown Admissions & Records

541-318-3731 541-383-7254 541-383-7500

kwinchester@cocc.edu cbrown26@cocc.edu welcome@cocc.edu

mailto:kwinchester@cocc.edu
mailto:cbrown26@cocc.edu
mailto:welcome@cocc.edu

