Academic Freedom Statement Work Group

Charge:

This work group is charged with drafting a statement on academic freedom for COCC. The group will research
and review statements from within higher education, especially community colleges, and will consult with
other units of the campus for feedback as the statement is developed.

History of the problem:

COCC mentions academic freedom in the faculty collective bargaining agreement and within the Students
Rights and Responsibilities section of the GPM. Academic freedom is also described within our accreditation
self-study reports, yet we do not have a specific statement about it. Some discipline-specific accreditors
require references to institutional statements on academic freedom.

Scope of work:
The group will
e Investigate publicly available statements on academic freedom in higher education
e Research other community colleges’ statements on academic freedom
e Consult with faculty, instructional administrators, and other interested areas of the College
e Draft a statement for COCC that will be submitted to and discussed by the VPAA, Faculty Senate,
Academic Affairs Committee and Faculty Forum and will proceed through normal approval procedures
for inclusion in the General Procedures Manual.

Work Group Recommendation Process:
The group will submit a report of its findings to the Vice President for Academic Affairs, Faculty Senate,
Academic Affairs Committee, and Faculty Forum.

Membership:

CTE faculty

Transfer faculty
Faculty Forum member
Student

Instructional dean

Timeline:
A draft statement should be submitted by the end of winter term 2025 (in order to meet deadlines for
completing College Affairs approval by end of year).



