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Academic Affairs Committee 

Form 1: Presentation Checklist 

Name: ______________________________________________  Date: ___________________ 

Department: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COCC Contact Information: ___________________________________________________________ 

Use the instructions for this document to complete your presentation checklist; then e-mail your 
completed presentation checklist (not the instructions) to the Academic Affairs chair by his or her 
specified deadline.  Please note: If an item listed is not relevant to your specific presentation to 
Academic Affairs, please mark as N/A.  Use as many pages as necessary. 

PROPOSAL OVERVIEW 

TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM 

Information Item (requires approval of AA Chair)  

Action Item   
Information and committee feedback  

 Procedure—revision   (Attach current procedure with proposed changes illustrated with track 
changes) 

Procedure—new  
Identify suggested location in GPM: _______________________________________________________ 

Policy—revision (Attach current policy with proposed changes illustrated with track changes) 
Policy—new  
Identify suggested location in GPM:________________________________________________________  

 New academic program (Complete only items #1 and #2 on this form and attach stage 2 
document.)  

Other:________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BUDGET 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

OPERATIONAL NEEDS, CURRENT AND FUTURE 
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STUDENT IMPACT 

 

ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE 

 

 

 


	PROPOSAL OVERVIEW
	TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM
	INSTRUCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS
	OPERATIONAL NEEDS, CURRENT AND FUTURE
	STUDENT IMPACT
	ANTICIPATED IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

	Name: Sara Henson
	Date: 10/29/24
	Department: Social Science
	COCC Contact Information: shenson@cocc.edu
	Information Item requires approval of AA Chair: Off
	Action Item: On
	Information and committee feedback: Off
	Procedurerevision Attach current procedure with proposed changes illustrated with track: Off
	Procedurenew: Off
	Policyrevision Attach current policy with proposed changes illustrated with track changes: Off
	Policynew: On
	New academic program Complete only items 1 and 2 on this form and attach stage 2: Off
	Identify suggested location in GPM: 
	Identify suggested location in GPM_2: I'll let others decide where this should go
	document: Off
	Other: 
	Title of Proposal: Academic Freedom Policies
	Proposal Overview: Propose adding a specific statement or policy regarding Academic Freedom to the COCC GPM.  

Per OER 589-008-0100 (f), Community Colleges in Oregon are required to have a policy or statement regarding academic freedom. Although some aspects of Academic Freedom are referenced in the GPM, there is currently not a specofic Academic Freedom policy or statement.  Freedom of Speech is referenced in G-31-92.5.1 (Designated Public Forum_ and G-34-3.2 mentions Academic Freedom as a reason for granting tenure.  



The Faculty CBA Article 2.4 (https://www.cocc.edu/departments/human-resources/policies-procedures-compliance/files/2023_2026facultyforumcba_final_web.pdf - article 2.4) defines a value for Academic Freedom but it only applies to members of the Bargaining Unit. Acacdemic Freedom is noted in the preamble to the Student Rights and Responsibilites (Student Rights and Responsibilities: General Procedures - Central Oregon Community College (cocc.edu) as well as accreditation documents (Historical Accreditation Reports - Central Oregon Community College (cocc.edu). 



 However, I can find no mention of a specific value for or policy regarding Academic Freedom elsewhere on COCC's website, including in the strategic plan, mission/vision statements, board policies nor in the GPM (outside of the above mentioned reference in the tenure policy).  



I believe the college should have a public policy or statement regarding Academic Freedom, and I have attached the Academic Freedom policies from a variety of Oregon Community Colleges and Universities as a place to start drafting a similar statement for COCC. 
	Budget: None
	Instructional Requirements: No changes necessary, I hope!
	Operational Needs, Current & Future: No changes necessary
	Student Impact: Hopefully none since we should already have a commitement to Academic Freedom
	Anticipated Implementation Timeline: ASAP


