Information below about Focus Awards will be placed on Intranet

Process for Establishing and Revising Focus Awards

(1) Establishment of a focus award. Focus award proposals are reviewed by Academic
Affairs. Upon approval, the focus award must move through the curriculum process in
order to ensure the details of the focus award are formally stated in the college catalog.

(2) Review of courses fulfilling focus award requirements. The courses listed for a focus
award are established and reviewed by a 3-5 person ad hoc committee specific to the
focus award. The faculty member managing the focus award acts as the chair of the ad
hoc committee.

(3) Management of a focus award. When initially proposed and approved at Academic
Affairs, a faculty member is identified as the focus award manager. The responsibilities
of the focus award manager are (1) to be a contact person for students interested in and
students working towards completion of the focus award, (2) to convene an ad hoc
committee to review and propose edits to focus award courses, and (3) to review
transcripts of students who indicate focus award requirements are completed.
Recommended changes to either the courses listed within the focus award area or the
focus award manager must be submitted to Curriculum committee.

(4) Verification of successful completion of focus award requirements. The focus award
manager verifies successful completion of the focus award and presents student with
Focus Award recognition letter and regailia cord.

(5) Commencement cords will be paid for and purchased by the department that oversees the
focus award.

Information below about Focus Awards will be placed in the College Catalog

College Catalog Description

Focus Awards recognize students who complete a minimum number of credits within a defined
area of study. The awards encourage students to expand their knowledge and experience related
to a particular academic area. Focus Awards are not formal degrees or certificates, nor are they
noted on academic transcripts.

Focus awards require a minimum of five courses or 18-20 credits from a variety of disciplines.
Students track their own progress and notify the focus award manager once coursework is
completed. Student coursework completion will be reviewed and successful completion of
requirements will result in a Focus Award recognition letter and a celebratory commencement
cord.

Social Justice Focus Award: The COCC Social Justice Focus Award takes an interdisciplinary
approach to understanding power, privilege, and domination and their operation at the
individual, group, community, and national levels. The Social Justice Focus award requires a
minimum of five courses (18-20 credits), including courses from at least two different
disciplines.



ANTH 103: Cultural Anthropology, 4 credits

ANTH 295: Gender/Sexuality in Anthropology, 4 credits

CJ 214: Crime, Justice and Diversity, 4 credits

ED 219: Multicultural Issues in Education, 4 credits

ED 224: Anti-Bias Curriculum Education, 4 credits

ES 201: Inventing Ethnic America. 4 credits

ES 211: Introduction to Native American Studies, 4 credits

ES 212: Introduction to African American Studies, 4 credits

ES 213: Introduction to Chican@ and Latin@ Studies, 4 credits
ES 214: Introduction to Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies, 4 credits
PHE 228: Health and Social Justice, 4 credits

HS 208: Multicultural Issues in Counseling, 4 credits

HUM 240: Native American Literature and Culture, 4 credits
PSY 202: Mind and Society, 4 credits

PSY 216: Social Psychology, 4 credits

SOC 212: Sociology of Race, Class, and Gender, 4 credits

SOC 228: Sociology of the Environment, 4 credits

SUS 101: Introduction to Sustainability, 4 credits

WS 101: Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies, 4 credits

*Identify Focus Award manager and link to email

Sustainability Focus Award: The COCC Sustainability Focus Award is designed for students
interested in exploring the science, ideologies, and/or applications of sustainability in our
modern world. Courses highlight the interconnected nature of environmental, social, and
economic dimensions of sustainability. The Sustainability Focus award requires a minimum of
five courses (18-20 credits), two SUS-prefix courses, and courses from at least three
disciplines.

SUS 101, Introduction to Sustainability, 4 credits

SUS 102, Introduction to Environmental Science and Sustainability, 4 credits

SUS 103, Physical Science of Climate Change, 4 credits

SUS 210, Creating a More Sustainable Society, 4 credits

SUS 220, Sustainable Food and Agriculture, 4 credits (or PHE 268, Sustainable Food
and Nutrition)

SUS 298, Independent Study: Sustainability, 1-4 credits

BI 142, Introduction to Marine Biology, 4 credits

CUL 2358, Farm-To-Table and Sustainable Cuisine Practices, 4 credits

FOR 208, Soils: Sustainable Ecosystems, 4 credits

FOR 260, Conservation of Natural Resources, 3 credits

G 163, Field Geology, 4 credits

G 201, Geology I, The Dynamic Earth, 4 credits

G 202, Geology 11, Earth's Surface, 4 credits

G 203, Geology II1, Earth History, 4 credits



OL 111, Introduction to Outdoor Leadership, 4 credits

PHE 228, Health and Social Justice, 4 credits

PHE 268, Sustainable Food and Nutrition, 4 credits (or SUS 220, Sustainable Food
and Agriculture)

SOC 228, Sociology of the Environment, 4 credits

*Link to Focus Award manager and email



