
Academic Affairs Committee Minutes 
Date:  10/21/24 3:30 - 4:00 pm, MET 208 and Zoom 

Present (voting members): 
Monte Cheney (Chair, Faculty Senate-
Transfer) 
Paula Simone (Faculty Forum Exec Rep) 
Scott Dove (Classified Rep) 
Breah Bollom (Faculty Senate-CTE) 
Stephanie O’Bryan (Faculty at Large) 
 

Absent (voting members): 
Annemarie Hamlin (Vice President of 
Academic Affairs) 

Present (non-voting members): 
Julie Borshell (Specialist) 
Tyler Hayes (Director of 
Admissions/Registrar) 
Roxie Supplee (CTE Council Rep) 
 

Absent (non-voting members): 
 

 Guests: 
Helen Wiersma-Koch 
Monica Vines 
Tom Barry 
 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 3:30 
Note: Approval and Action items written in red. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

1) Review Academic Affairs Committee Minutes from 10/7/2024 
Paula Simone motioned to approve with minor corrections, Stephanie O’Bryan 
seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

 
Action Item: AMP-Action Plan Proposal-2nd Reading 

1) A slight change has been made to the Academic Master Plan by Annemarie Hamlin to 
include integrating sustainability into curriculum under the College Sustainability section. 
Paula Simone motioned to approve, Stephanie O’Bryan seconded, motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Action Item: Behavioral Health Proposal-1st Reading 

1) Feedback from Advisory Board and peer community colleges has indicated that a 1-year 
certificate for Addictions Studies (Behavioral Health) is needed to fulfill industry labor 
needs. 

a. Historically, COCC has offered a 2-year certificate (80 credit) and/or Associate’s 
Degree. 

b. Proposal is for a 1-year Career Pathway Certificate of Completion (25 credit) 
and/or Associate’s Degree. 

Paula Simone motioned to approve, Stephanie O’Bryan seconded, motion passed 
unanimously. 



 
Information Item: Sustainability and Social Justice Focus Awards-1st Reading 

1) Focus Awards recognize students who complete a minimum number or courses within a 
defined area of study (across multiple disciplines). 

a. Proposal is for 18-20 credits of courses within a list of qualifying courses 
b. Not a certificate 
c. Recognition at commencement 

2) Details to address: 
a. How is the list of courses curated? 
b. Will there be a balance of CTE and AAOT courses on that list? 
c. Framework needs to be set up for Focus Awards so that future disciplines will 

also be able to offer them. 
i. Standardization of number of credits 
ii. In the future, what department would manage Focus Awards? 

d. How will we make this an equitable option?  
i. What about students in programs that are maxed out on credits? 

e. What will the catalog say about Focus Awards? 
Motion to create a subcommittee was put forth by Paula Simone, seconded by 
Breah Bollom, approved unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:40 


